
Medical News

COLORADO
Personal.\p=m-\Dr. Frank R. Spencer, Boulder, has gone to

Europe.\p=m-\Dr. Edward Delehanty has been elected president
of the staff of St. Joseph's Hospital, Denver, vice Dr. Samuel
D. Hopkins, deceased.

Medical Department of City Library.\p=m-\ElPaso County Med-
ical Society is planning to put its library of text-books and
periodicals into the public library of Colorado Springs so that
the public may have access to this literature.

Charges Graft.\p=m-\Dr.Elizabeth Cassidy, chairman of the
finance committee of the board, of commissioners of Denver
County, claims that there has been great extravagance or graft
in the management of the affairs of the county institutions
and is said to have withheld monthly payments until thorough
investigation has been made.

GEORGIA
State Society Meeting.\p=m-\TheMedical Association of Georgia

will hold its annual meeting in Rome, April 19-21, under the
presidency of Dr. Edward C. Davis, Atlanta. The headquar-
ters of the association will be at the Cherokee Hotel, and the
business sessions will be held in the superior court room.

State Tuberculosis Camp Opened.—The State Tuberculosis
Sanatorium, Alto, was formally opened, March 21. Seven
patients immediately availed themselves of the opportunity
for treatment. The capacity of the institution is at present
seventy, but the buildings have been so constructed that 300
patients can be accommodated at comparatively no addi¬
tional expense.

District Society Meetings.—At the annual meeting of the
Seventh District Medical Society, held in Cartersville, March
9, the following officers were elected: president, Dr. William
J. Shaw, Rome; vice-president, Dr. Alfred B. Greene, Carters¬
ville, and secretary-treasurer, Dr. Tanner Lowry, Eucharlee.
Cartersville was selected as the next place of meeting.-The
Fourth District Medical Society held its annual meeting in
Carrollton. Drs. Joseph N. McCormack, Bowling Green, Ky.,
and Edward C. Davis, Atlanta, president of the state associa¬
tion, delivered addresses, and the following officers were
elected: president, Dr. Charles A. Dexter, Columbus; vice-
president, Dr. H. J. Goodwin, Roopville, and secretary-treas¬
urer, Dr. Homer Boatright, Carrollton. The next meeting of
the society will be held in Greenville, September 19.

Personal.—Dr. S. Wicks Merritt, formerly of Baltimore, has
been appointed superintendent of the new tuberculosis sana¬
torium built by Atlanta and Fulton Counties.-Drs. John
F. Harris, William E. Wood, Harlan L. Erwin and Jesse G.
McAfee have been appointed members of the board of health
of Dalton.-Dr. R. P. Sorrells, Athens, has purchased a large
interest in Pine Ridge Sanatorium for Tuberculosis and has
been elected secretary-treasurer and business manager of the
institution.-Dr. R. J. Home has been elected a member of
the faculty of the Medical College of Georgia, Augusta, and
Dr. Noel M. Moore has been reelected a member of the gov¬
erning board.-The governor has reappointed Dr. Francis M.
Ridley, LaGrange, a member of the State Board of Medical
Examiners, and Dr. Jarrett W. Palmer, Ailey, a member to
succeed Dr. Isham H. Goss, Athens.

ILLINOIS

Personal.—Dr. Harry S. W. Spencer, Kankakee, is reported
to be seriously ill with pneumonia.-Dr. George C. Lewis,
Fairbury, has retired after thirty years of practice.

Donates a Purse to Missionary.—The Waukegan Physicians'
Club has made a liberal contribution which has been given
to Dr. Margaret S. Grant who leaves in the early summer for
China where she intends to make an exhaustive study of the
pneumonic plague.

Legislation.—Senate Bill No. 235 has passed the senate and
is now in the house of representatives. There is, apparently,
organized opposition against the bill in the house and this is
directed toward Section 0-A, which aims to give the State
Board of Health jurisdiction in the matter of revocation, over
all licenses issued since 1877. Under existing conditions, a

physician licensed before July 1, 1899, may deceive and
defraud the public, may commit any crime, may even be sent
to the penitentiary, and yet remain a licensed physician, as
under the decision of the Supreme Court, the State Board of
Health has no jurisdiction over licenses issued prior to July

1, 1899. Under these conditions the board is unable to pro¬
tect the people from the impositions of frauds, quacks, charla¬
tans and impostors, and is rendered impotent in what was
intended to be one of its most important functions, namely:
"To detect quacks and to prevent them and all ignorant pre¬
tenders from imposing on the sick and helpless." The bill does
not in any manner increase the requirements now demanded
of medical colleges, but is a step in the direction of a higher,
better, more practical and more thorough medical education.
The bill has been amended so as to provide that a medical
college, whose students shall be licensed to practice temporarily
in a hospital under the direction of the college, shall require
as a prerequisite to graduation, a course of study extending
over at least five calendar years.

Chicago
Personal.—Dr. Rosa Engelmann has returned after a year in

Europe.-Dr. and Mrs. Arthur R. Reynolds have returned
from California.-Dr. and Mrs. Archibald Church and son
have returned from Ocean Springs.-Dr. Ernest A. Loewinger
was assaulted by unknown persons, April 9, but was not
seriously injured.-Dr. Winfield S. Hall has been elected a»
head of the local branch of the National Health League.

INDIANA
State Conference of Charities.—The twentieth annual state

conference of charities and corrections will be held in Indian¬
apolis, October 28-31. Prof. W. G. Weatherly will preside,
and the principal addresses will be delivered by Jacob Riis,
New York City; Prof. W. H. Bailey, of Cornell University,
and Miss Jane Addams, of Hull House, Chicago.

State Red Cross Report.—The Indiana branch of the Amer¬
ican Red Cross reports that in the biennium, ended March 24,
seventeen cases of tuberculosis among the deserving poor had
been treated, at an average expense of $15 a week. These
patients were housed in cottages near Danville. Not a single
death occurred and cure is expected in all the cases. The
association has erected six cottages at South Bend and expects
to erect four more in that place, four cottages at Terre Haute,
two at Vincennes and six at Indianapolis.

To Benefit Hospital Service.—The late Alfred Burdsall has
left his entire estate, amounting to $700,000, to public and
charitable institutions of Indianapolis, subject to a life
interest for his wife. One-half of the amount is, eventually,
to be given to the city board of health for the improvement
and benefit of the hospital service of Indianapolis and to
provide homes for incurables. His library and $5,000 in cash
are bequeathed to the Indiana Tuberculosis Hospital, Rock-
ville, for the erection of a library building, and the remainder
of the estate" is to be devoted to local charities and the
department of public parks of that city.

Health Week at Fort Wayne.—Health week at Fort Wayne
was inaugurated March 27, and, during the week, afternoon
and evening lectures and demonstrations were held. Samples
of tuberculous meats were sent daily from Chicago for dem¬
onstration. Among the speakers of the week were Dr. William
A. Evans, Health Commissioner of Chicago; G. W. Porter,
of the Bureau of Animal Industry of the Department of
Agriculture; Dr. W. F. King, Assistant Secretary of the
Indiana State Board of Health; Dr. Mazyck P. Ravenel, of the
University of Wisconsin; Dr. Alice Hamilton, of Hull House,
Chicago; Miss Lenna Cooper, a dietitian of Battle Creek, and
Mrs. Caroline Crane, the sanitary expert of Kalamazoo.

Personal.—Dr. James M. Dinnen, Fort Wayne, has been
recommissioned as a member of the State Board of Medical
Examination and Registration.-Dr. Paul E. Bowers, Indian¬
apolis, has been appointed physician to the northern peniten¬
tiary, Michigan City, vice Dr. J. W. Milliken, who has been
made deputy warden.-Dr. John H. Alexander and wife,
Greensburg, were assaulted and severely beaten by a drunken
man, April 2.-Dr. Henry Gers, Washington, state senator,
is in a serious condition as the result of a recent cerebral
hemorrhage.-In the. suit of Dr. Charles F. Cluthe, Evans-
ville, against the Big Four System, in which $35,000 damages
were claimed on account of the passing of the railroad throughhis property, the jury has awarded the plaintiff $1,500.

Violations of Pure Fcod Law.—During the past two weeks,
the following violations of the State Food and Drug Laws have
been decided: Three druggists in Indianapolis have been
arrested and fined for failing to state the amount of alcohol
in paregoric; one druggist in Indianapolis, for selling an

impure drug; an individual in Bicknell was fined $25.00 for
spitting on the floor in a food institution; in Nappanee a fine
was imposed for selling spirits of camphor below the United
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States standard; in Hammond, there was a conviction for
selling oleomargarine for butter; in Gary, one for selling dirty
milk in a flirty container; in Waveland. one for selling apple
( ¡der containing benzoate of soda ; in La Fontaine, one for
selling blackberry cider containing benzoate of soda; and,
in Bicknell, the proprietors of an insanitary restaurant and
slaughterhouse were fined.

IOWA
County Tuberculosis Hospital.—The Polk County Board of

Supervisors has decided to erect a tuberculosis hospital at a
site selected on the county farm. The plans provide for the
erection of a large tent to accommodate twenty patients, and
a permanent building to be used as a kitchen and dining hall
for the inmates. During the summer the construction of a

permanent hospital will begin. It is stated that residents
of Polk County suffering from tuberculosis will be entitled
to treatment without charge at the institution.

General Hospitals for Counties.—Two years ago the Iowa
legislature passed a bill permitting counties to vote for the
levying of a tax to build general hospitals and providing, also,
for the erection of separate buildings for the care of tuber¬
culous patients. At the November election eight counties
voted on this question, but in only one—Washington County—
was the vote successful. A tax of $25,000 was voted and the
management was placed in the hands of a board of seven

trustees, none of whom is a practitioner. A citizen of Wash¬
ington donated a site containing 11 acres for the institution,
and churches, lodges and private citizens have provided the
furnishings.-At a special election, called March 22, Jefferson
County voted to establish a general county hospital and voted
$27,000 for this purpose. The Washington County hospital is
expected to be ready before next winter. The credit for this
good work should be given, largely, to the medical men in
each county for their united action in the matter.

KANSAS
Personal.—Dr. Benjamin P. Smith, Miltonvale, has suc¬

ceeded Dr. Chilton W. McLaughlin, Kansas City, as national
medical director of the Sons and Daughters of Justice.-
Dr. Josaphyne R. E. Davis, Ottawa, who has been under treat¬
ment in Kansas City, has returned and resumed her practice.

New Hospital for Kansas City.—The campaign to raise
$200,000 for the new Bethany Hospital to be built on Mount
Olivet, Kansas City, was started April 2. The territory in¬
cluded in this campaign consists of all of Kansas and all of
Missouri south of the Missouri River, comprising the St. Louis
conference district of the Methodist Episcopal Church.

Golden Belt Physicians Meet.—At the annual meeting of
the Golden Belt Medical Society, held in Salina, April 6. Dr.
Leonard S. Steadman, Junction City, was elected president.Dr. R. C. Brown, Kansas City, vice-president; Dr. L. O. Nord-
strom, Salina, secretary, and Dr. John W. Neptune, Salina,
treasurer. Dr. John G. Sheldon, Kansas City, Mo., conducted
a surgical clinic for the society at St. Barnabas Hospital.

LOUISIANA
Personal.—Drs. Ralph O. Hollister. Augustus F. Gates and

John L. Robinson have been appointed members of the Board
of Health of Hammond.-Dr. Sidney D. Porter, Moreauville,
medical inspector of the State Board of Health, lias moved to
New Orleans.-Dr. Sara Tew Mayo. New Orleans, has been
awarded the New Orleans Picayune loving-cup which is donated
every year to the citizen who shall be declared to have ren¬
dered the most signal and unselfish service to the people and
best interests of the city.-Dr. Samuel A. Dickson, Shreve-
port. who has been critically ill is reported to be improved.-
Dr. Charles A Schilling has been elected president, and Drs.
Marion A. Young and Hartwell A. Eldredge have been made
members of the Abbeville Board of Health.-Dr. William L.
Grace has been elected president of the Plaquemine Board of
Health.-Drs. Robert P. Jones and Tacitus W. Young have
been appointed members of the Board of Health of Clinton.

MARYLAND

Baltimore

Operation on Dr. Barker.—Dr. Lewellys F. Barker was oper¬
ated on for gall-stone disease by Dr. John M. T. Finney, April
10. The appendix was also removed. According to latest
reports Dr. Barker is doing well.

Improvement in Marine Hospital.—Extensive improvements
are being made in the United States Marine-Hospital. A new
system of tuberculosis tents has been installed; a new electric

lighting system has been put in operation; interior tele¬
phones have been placed and other minor improvements have
been made.

Hospitals Benefit.—The Church Home and Infirmary is to
receive, under the will of the late Miss Harwood, two-fifths
of the estate which is appraised at more than $130,000.-
The thirty day "Whirlwind Campaign" to raise $300,000 for
additions to Mercy Hospital begins April 10. Cardinal Cib-
bons is at the head of the advisory board.

Portraits to be Presented.—At the coming meeting of the
Medical and Chirurgical Faculty of Maryland, portraits will
be presented of the late Dr. Francis Donaldson bv Dr. William
H. Welch and of Dr. Charles M. Ellis, Elkton, by Dr. Lewellys
F. Barker. The annual oration is to be delivered by Dr.
George W. Crile, Cleveland, O., and will be followed by a
smoker. The scientific session of April 27 will be a joint
meeting with the Maryland Pharmaceutical Association and
will be addressed by Professor Charles Caspari. Jr., Pure Food
Commissioner, and Mr. John B. Thomas of Baltimore.

MASSACHUSETTS
Prominent Dentist Dies.—Edward Walter Branigan, pro¬

fessor of clinical dentistry at the Tufts Medical School and
for the past few months its acting dean, a trustee of the
Forsyth Dental Infirmary, a member and former president of
the National Association of Dental Faculties and a dental
member of the American Medical Association, died in Charles-
gate Hospital, Cambridge, March 23, from heart disease,
aged 35.

New Talitha Cumi Lome.—The New England Moral Reform
Society, which maintains the Talitha Cumi Maternity Home, is
marking its seventy-fifth anniversary by the erection of build¬
ings for the home on Forest Hills Avenue, Boston. A tract
of 3 acres of land has been secured and the first group of
buildings, consisting of the waiting department, the maternity
hospital and the foundations and basement of the industrial
home, will be erected at a cost of about $62,000. In the
waiting department about forty can be accommodated at one
time and the hospital can provide for thirty patients.

Personal.—Dr. Louis E. Dionne has been elected chairman
and Dr. Albert G. Blodgett secretary of the Board of Health
of Ware, and Dr. Harry D. Gafney has been appointed town
physician.-Dr. William H. Keleher, Woburn, has been
appointed medical examiner of the district comprising Woburn,
Winchester. Lexington and Burlington, vice Dr. Harrison G.
Blake, Woburn.-Major Frank P. Williams, M.C., N. G.,
Mass., has been detailed to attend the maneuvers on the
Mexican frontier.-Dr. Theobald Smith, professor of com¬
parative pathology in Harvard University, has been appointed
visiting professor at the University of Berlin for the second
half of the academic year 1911-1912.

Success of the Worcester Movement.—The undertaking
inaugurated in Worcester County twenty-eight months ago to
attack tuberculosis in wage-earners by an agreement among
merchants and manufacturers to provide curative treatment,
has resulted in the restoration of the wage-earning ability of
more than 200 working people, most of them factory girls.
There are at present more than 400 other individuals sim¬
ilarly afflicted, who are undergoing treatment at the expense
of their employers, with satisfactory prospect of cure. The
movement has now extended throughout New England, has
gone as far west as Ohio, and experiments are being made in
Japan, Bulgaria, Great Britain, France and elsewhere.

MISSOURI
Sanitarium Burns.—The Moberly Sanitarium was entirely

destroyed by fire, March 27. with a loss of $60.000.
Hospital Notes.—The Jane Chinn Hospital, Webb City, was

formally opened April 2. This building has been given to
Webb City by Mr. and Mrs. C. R. Chinn, at a cost of more
than $40,000. The institution will accommodate

'

twenty-
three ward patients and ten private patients, and is thoroughly
equipped.-The Christian Hospital Association, Kansas City,
has completed the pledge of $150,000 made obligatory by the
provisions of the gift of R. A. Long who agreed to donate
$200.000 for the building and site, provided that $150.000
should be raised as an endowment for a non-sectarian hos¬
pital.-An appropriation of $50,000 has been made by Kan¬
sas City for the pavilion for tuberculosis patients at Leeds
Farm, on which work will be started this spring.

St. Louis
Hospitals Consolidated.—The merger of the Christian Hos¬

pital and Centenary Hospital was completed April 1. The new
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institution will be known as the Christian Centenary Hospital
and will be located in the premises at present occupied by the
Centenary Hospital. The new institution will be able to
accommodate about one hundred patients.

Summer School of Medicine.—The St. Loviis University
School of Medicine announces that it will establish a sum¬
mer course of medical instruction, beginning May 30 and con¬

tinuing until July 8. The course of study will cover both
clinical and fundamental branches and is intended to provide
facilities for medical graduates who wish to take additional
clinical instruction or to review fundamental subjects, and
for undergraduates who desire to complete laboratory subjects
in advance.

NEBRASKA
Medical Society Meetings.—The Gage County Medical

Society, at its annual meeting in Beatrice, April 6, elected Dr.
Harry M. Hepperlen, president; Dr. Aleck V. Robinson, vice-
president, and Dr. Louis E. Penner, secretary-treasurer, all of
Beatrice.-The annual meeting of Burt County Medical
Association was held at Tekamah, April 5. The following
officers were elected: president, Dr. Cook Craig; vice-president.
Dr. S. A. Swenson, Oakland; secretary-treasurer and alternate
delegate, Dr. Merrit Wood, Tekamah ; censor, Dr. Edgar A.
Sears, Decatur, and delegate to the state society, Dr. Andrew
D. Nesbit, Tekamah.-Butler County Medical Society, at its
annual meeting, held in David City, April 5, adopted resolu¬
tions condemning contract practice, and elected the following
officers: president, Dr. Thomas J. Vanderhoof, Rising City;
vice-president and delegate to the state society, Dr. Edgar D.
Banghart, David City; secretary-treasurer and alternate del¬
egate, Dr. Harry E. Marselus, Octavia; censor, Dr. Riley G.
Rich, David City.

NEW JERSEY
Fire in Insane Hospital.—Fire set by a patient in the New

Jersey State Hospital, Morris Plains, March 21, caused a great
deal of excitement, but prompt action by physicians, nurses
and attenaants prevented any serious damage.

Milk Bill a Law.—Following the public hearing, March 17,
on the Meyer milk standard bill. Governor Wilson has
approved it, thus making it a law. The bill reduces the quan¬
tities of solids required in milk from 12 to 11% per cent.

Typhoid in State Prison.—Three cases of typhoid fever have
been reported in the New Jersey state prison. The health and
water department of Trenton will install a ehlorid of lime
plant to aid in the purification of the city's drinking water
until the proposed filtration plant can be completed.

Personal.—Dr. Charles H. Mayhew, Millville, is reported to be
seriously ill with diabetes.-Dr. James K. Pollock, Trenton,
has been appointed physician of the Southeastern Hospital
for Insane, Madison, Ind.-Dr. Thomas E. Dolan has been
reeleeted president, Dr. Joseph Funk elected vice-president and
Dr. Theodore F. Livengood, secretary of the staff of Alexian
Brothers' Hospital. Elizabeth.

County Society Meeting.—At the annual meeting and ban¬
quet of the Morris County Medical Society, held in Dover,
the following officers \vere elected: president, Dr. Theodore
W. Bebout, Stirling; vice-president. Dr. Gustav A. Becker,
Morristown; secretary, Dr. Henry W. Kice, Wharton; treas¬
urer, Dr. James Douglas, Morristown; permanent delegate,
Dr. Abram E. Carpenter, Boonton, and annual delegates to
the state medical society, Drs. Clifford Mills, Morristown, and
E. Moore Fisher, Morris Plains.

The Widener Home.—P. A. B. Widener of Philadelphia will
erect at Longport, near Atlantic City, a summer branch of
the Home for Crippled Children, which he maintains in Phil¬
adelphia. Last summer he erected several cottages and the
children were sent to the shore in groups. The new build¬
ing will accommodate as many as are cared for in the Philadel¬
phia institution. There are now ninety-two children in the
home. With the exception of the school rooms the establish¬
ment will be duplicated in Longport, the building occupying
an entire block and but one story high. It will contain sun

parlors, gymnasium, swimming pool, light and airy dormi¬
tories and apartments for physicians and nurses. It is said
that it will cost $500,000, and that Mr. Widener's instructions
are to make it ideal tor its purpose, regardless of expense.

NEW YORK
New York City

New Pavilion for Thoracic Surgery Opened.—The trustees
of the German Hospital and Dr. Willy Meyer have announced
the completion of a pavilion for thoracic surgery. This
pavilion was opened for inspection April 8.

Babies' Hospital Ready.—The new babies' hospital of the
Brooklyn Children's Aid Society is ready for use when the
organization opens its Seaside Home at Coney Island for the
season on June 20. There are accommodations for 100 patients
and all kinds of cases will be taken.

Medical Society Can Try Physician.—The injunction ob¬
tained by Dr. Louis A. Ewald, to restrain the county society
from trying him on charges of having changed the records of
Sydenham Hospital so that it appeared that he had performed
more operations than he really had done has been dismissed
by the Appellate Division of the Supreme Court, which held
that the society had the right to try the physician on the
charges.

Control of Venereal Disease.—At a recent meeting of the
Board of Health a resolution was adopted which expressed
the sense of the Board of Health that the early adoption of a
comprehensive plan for the sanitary control of venereal dis¬
eases is necessary for the protection of public health and
called on the medical advisory board to submit recommenda¬
tions. The resolution has committed the Board of Health to
a definite request that the city erect a public hospital for
such diseases.

Lectures for Physicians.—The following lectures will be
given in the auditorium of the Educational Alliance on East
Broadway: April 9, Dr. Albert A. Berg on "Lodge and Con¬
tract Practice"; April 17, Dr. William K. Polk on "Medical
Ethics and Their Application to Practice"; April 23. Dr.
Joseph Brettauer on "The Secret Division of Fees," and April
27. Dr. Sigismund S. Goldwater on "Abuses of Hospital and
Dispensary Practice." These lectures are for physicians only
and will begin at 8:30 p. m.

Memorial Meeting to Dr. Janeway.—The regular meeting of
the Academy of Medicine on April 0 was devoted to addresses
commemorative of the character and work of Dr. Edward G.
Janeway. Dr. Francis Delafield spoke of him as the "Physi¬
cian"; Dr. William H. Welch as the "Pathologist"; Dr. Abra¬
ham Jaeobi as the ."Consultant," and Dr. Joseph D. Bryant
as the "Colleague and Friend." It was suggested by several
of the speakers that a fitting memorial of Dr. Janeway be
placed in the Academy of Medicine.

Buffalo
Increased Salaries in Health Department.—The salary of the

health commissioner has been increased to $5,000, and a total
of $12.000 a year in increases in salaries has been allowed in
the department.

New Buildings for Hospital.—Concerted efforts are being
made to raise a fund of $200,000 for the erection of new

buildings for the German Deaconess Hospital, and of this
amount $40,000 has been subscribed up to date.

City Hospital Site.—The question of a site for the new city
hospital is still undecided. An 80-acre tract at West Farm has
been offered the city for $225,000, and a tract of the same

acreage at the driving park, for $325,000. These offers are
still under advisement.

Personal.—Dr. Roswell Park has returned home.-Dr.
George B. Stocker has been appointed deputy medical examiner
for Erie County.-Dr. John D. Howland has been appointed
medical superintendent of the Erie County Hospital.-Dr.
Arthur C. Schaefer, assistant health officer, has been appointed
a member of the medical staff of the Seventy-Fourth Infantry,
N. G.,  Y.

NORTH CAROLINA
Medical Society Moves.—The Buncombe County Society has

moved its library and office furniture to the rooms of the
Asheville City Health Department and has made arrangements
to have the library and reading room kept open constantly.

Personal.—Dr. Peter J. Gorman has been appointed super¬
intendent of the State Hospital for Curable Consumptives,
Aberdeen.-Major Eugene B. Glenn, M.C., N.C.N.G., Ashe¬
ville, has been designated to attend the army maneuvers in
Texas and has left for the frontier.-Dr. Hubert A. Royster,
Raleigh, has closed a successful campaign for securing $75,000
for the erection of a new Y. M. C. A. building in that city.-
Dr. Jacob H. Shuford has begun the erection of a hospital at
Hickory.

PENNSYLVANIA
New Members of Board.—Governor Tener sent to the senate,

April 3 the following nominations: Drs. Winters D. Hanna-
ker, Meadville, and George A. Knowles of Philadelphia, to be
members of the Board of Medical Examiners, representing the
Medical Society of Pennsylvania.
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County Bulletins.—The twentieth in the series of county
papers issued in Pennsylvania is The Bulletin of the Lancaster
City and County Medical Society. The Bulletin of the Alle¬
gheny County Medicai Society is not only to change from a

monthly to a weekly, but is to reach members of medical
societies in adjoining counties as well as its own.

Philadelphia
Corinna Borden Keen Research Fellowship.—Graduates of

the Jefferson Medical College who may wish to compete in this
contest, for which a fund of $1,000 is available, should apply
to the dean. Dr. James W. Holland, Walnut and Tenth Streets,
Philadelphia.

Fire at Blockley.—The laundry at the Philadelphia General
Hospital which was badly damaged by fire on April 6, is
already being rebuilt. The damage to the structure is esti¬
mated at nearly $200,000. The short-circuiting of an electric
mangle is believed to have started the fire.

Quarantined.—The Italian liner Verona, with 797 passengers
was detained at Lewes, for examination for small-pox. Four
men broke quarantine and the Philadelphia police were asked
to assist in capturing them. Two were caught and examined
by Dr. Andrew A. Cairns, of the board of health, and found
to have been vaccinated.

Gift to Hospital.—C. Hartman Kuhn has conveyed the
property, 1713 Summer Street, which he recently purchased
for $14,250, to the Philadelphia Orthopedic Hospital and
Infirmary for Nervous Diseases at. Seventeenth and Summers
Streets, as a memorial to his father, Hartman Kuhn. It is to
be known as the Hartman Kuhn Memorial Building.

Former Foreign University Students' Meeting.—The Spring
"Kommers" of the Philadelphia Branch of the Union of Former
German University Students now residing in America will be
held April 19 at the Hotel Walton. The guests of honor will
be the members of the American Gastroenterological Associa¬
tion.

Personal.—Frederick W. Heyl, a druggist, has been appointed
special examiner of drugs, medicines and chemicals.-Dr.
Alfred Stengel, professor of clinical medicine in the University
of Pennsylvania, was made professor of medicine of that insti¬
tution April 4.-Dr. Henry K. Pancoast, formerly lecturer
on skiagraphy at the University of Pennsylvania, has been
appointed professor of roentgenology.-Dr. T. Turner Thomas,
an associate in surgery, was appointed associate professor of
applied anatomy.-Dr. Morris Longstreth will leave next
month for a summer in Europe and on his return will make
Boston his home.

Tuberculosis Conference.—The first Pennsylvania Conference
of Tuberculosis Workers was held April 7 and 8. Dr. Charles
J. Hatfield, Philadelphia, president of the Pennsylvania Society
for the Prevention and Study of Tuberculosis, presided. The
first session considered "A Program for an Antituberculosis
Society which Employs no Paid Workers." The function of
city, county and state in controlling tuberculosis was also a

subject for general discussion and at the closing session, the
"Opportunity and Need for Social Service in Antituberculosis
Work" was discussed. The educational exhibit of the Penn¬
sylvania society was presented for the visitors' inspection.

WASHINGTON
Protest Against Removal of State School.—At a meeting of

the citizens of Medical Lake, a protest was made against the
Bassett bill which provides for the removal of the State
School for the Feeble-Minded to the west side.

Opposes Publicity.—The Spokane County Medical Society af
its March meeting adopted a resolution requesting the lay
papers not to publish notices of operations or personal items
regarding physicians and their treatment of cases.

Nurses on Strike.—Refusal to grant an increase in wages to
the nurses in the King County Hospital, Seattle, resulted in a
strike of twelve nurses, which left the 250 patients in the
hospital to be cared for by the superintendent and two nurses
who declined to join in the strike.

Personal.—Dr. Alexander H. McLeish, Seattle, assistant
superintendent at the Western Washington Hospital for the
Insane, Fort Steilacoom, has been appointed superintendent
of that institution and Dr. Albert C. Stewart, Tacoma, has
been appointed the assistant.-Dr. Willis H. Corson, Seattle,
has assume·.! charge of the King County Hospital.-Dr. Will¬
iam M. Newman lias been appointed police surgeon of Spo¬
kane, vice Dr. John H. O'Shea

WISCONSIN
Counties Would Build Sanatoriums.—Winnebago, La Crosse,

Marathon, Eau Claire and Kenosha counties are awaiting the
action of the legislature relative to their right to erect sana¬
toriums for the care of patients with tuberculosis. La Crosse
has already appropriated $5,000 for the erection of its sana¬
torium.

Personal.—Dr. Samuel G. Higgins, Milwaukee, assistant sur¬
geon medical inspector, has resigned.-Dr. Albert J. Pullen
has been elected president of North Fond du Lac.-Dr.
Mazyck P. Ravenel, Madison, has been appointed by the
United States Live Stock Sanitary Commission a member of
the committee to investigate hog diseases, and especially hog
cholera.-Dr. Frank A. Everhard has been appointed post¬
master of Ripon.-Dr. and Mrs. Harry McElwee, Madison,
have started for Europe.

GENERAL NEWS
Association on Medical Museums.—The fourth stated meet¬

ing of the International Association on Medical Museums was
held in the Auditorium, Chicago, April 13, under the presi¬
dency of Dr. Alfred S. Warthin, Ann Arbor, Mich. The first
part of the meeting was devoted to papers, and the second to
a symposium discussion of the Experience Bulletin on the
preservation of museum specimens in their natural colors, and
this was succeeded by demonstrations of specimens and appa¬ratus.

National Tuberculosis Meeting at Denver.—The annual
meeting of the National Association for the Study and Pre¬
vention of Tuberculosis will be held in Denver June 20 and 21.
Members of the American Medical Association may find it
convenient to attend the meeting in Denver on their way to
the Los Angeles meeting. Denver may be reached by the wayof the regular trains previous to the national tuberculosis
meeting, and then the special trains provided for the Los
Angeles meeting may be joined at Denver or at some other
point in Colorado.

Proctologie Program.—The American Proctologie Societywill hold its thirteenth annual meeting at Los Angeles, June
26 and 27, with headquarters at the Hotel Alexandria. The
preliminary program includes eighteen titles. The subject of
the presidential address by Dr. George J. Cook, Indianapolis,
will be "Proctologie Recommendations." A symposium is to
be held on "Constipation," taking up its etiology, physiology,
bacteriology and urinary findings, pathology and diagnosis,sequelae, including autointoxication, psychotherapy, mechani¬
cal, electric treatment and massage, non-surgical and surgicaltreatment.

Health Report of Philippine Islands.—The eleventh report of
the Bureau of Health of the Philippine Islands, presented byDr. Victor G. Heiser, U. S. P. H. and M.-H. Service, Director
of Health, contains the following recommendations for the
improvement of the health service of the Philippine Islands:
that the legislature enact a law for direct insular control of
the Municipal Health Service; that a law for the commitment
of the insane be passed; that fflie Manila charter be so
amended that the cost of the abatement of nuisances existing
on the property of private individuals, companies or corpora¬tions may be assessed against such property and become a
prior lien on the same until paid; and that an extensive lab¬
oratory and research study of cholera be made with specialreference to the influence of bacilli-carriers on the propagationof the disease, and also as to other means by which its per¬petuation might be secured.

Annual Meeting of Territorial Association.—The eighthannual meeting of the Philippine Islands Medical Association
was held in the amphitheatre of the College of Physicians and
Surgeons, Manila. February 22 to 24, under the presidencyof Dr. Benito Valdez y Salvadore, Manila. The election of
officers was as follows : president, Dr. Robert E. L. Newberne,Manila; vice-presidents, Drs. Henry A. Shaw and Fernando
Calderón y Roca, Manila; secretary-treasurer, Dr. Vernon L.
Andrews, Manila; and councilors, Drs. Richard P. Strong and
Benito Valdez y Salvadore, both of Manila. The presidentialaddress was on "Electricity as a Powerful Therapeutic Agent."Dr. Fernando Calderón y Roca gave an interesting paper on
"Infantile Beriberi," illustrated with lantern slides. Each
morning before the beginning of the scientific program, a sur¬
gical clinic was held in the Philippine General Hospital by Drs.
John R. McDill and Hans E. Schiffbauer.

Australasian Medical Congress.—The ninth session of the
Australasian Medical Congress is to convene at Sydney,Australia, September 18 to 23, 1911. The meeting is organized
under the patronage of the governors of the various states of
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Australia, New Zealand and other prominent officials and
scientists, and is tó have twelve sections, with committees to
report on hospital abuse, on contract practice and on syphilis.
The secretary is Mr. Arthur Palmer, 121 Bathurst Street,
Sydney, Australia.

LONDON LETTER
(From Our Regular Correspondent)

London, April 1, 1911.

Death From Being Blown Into the Air
At Bradford; a girl, aged 16, met death in an extraordinary

manner. While in the playground tf her school she was

caught by a veritable tornado which carried her into the air.
When she fell she sustained injuries so severe that she quickly
succumbed. At the inquest evidence was given by the assis¬
tant school caretaker that the playground is in a very elevated
position and that on several occasions he had seen girls
blown off their feet but never actually into the air. In 1rs
thirteen years' experience he had never seen wind so violent
as on the morning of the fatal accident. Another witness who
was waiting for a car in front of the school said that he saw
the girl in the air, her skirts blown out like a balloon. She
was from 25 to 30 feet in the air, just above the school bal¬
cony (the latter, the coroner remarked, was 20 feet high). The
caretaker said that he had often seen girls blown down in the
school-yard ana pinned against the wall, and frequently had
to assist them into the school. Ihe physician who was called
found the girl unconscious and pulseless, suffering from severe
concussion of the brain and compound fractures of the lower
jaw, right arm, wrist and thigh. It appeared that she was

wearing a pair of bloomers with an ordinary skirt but wiriiout
petticoats. The jury returned a verdict of "'died as the result
of a fall caused by a sudden gust of wind."

The Decline of Tuberculosis in Scotland
Prof. Matthew Hay, health officer of Aberdeen, states that

tuberculosis has been declining in that city for fifty years,
although a decline did not begin to be felt in Scotland as a
whole until after 1870. It began earlier in towns than m the
rural districts. The decline began long before the germ origin
of the disease had been demonstrated by Koch, although the
infectious character of the disease had never been without
believers. A remarkable fact is that the rate of decline was
almost as great before sanitary precautions were taken against
infection as since they were taken. It was plain, therefore,
that the ameliorating agencies had been of a general and not
of a specific character. No disease is so amenable to general
hygienic conditions as tuberculosis. Eminent authorities have
attributed the fall entirely to the increasing segregation of
consumptives in institutions. But this applies only to the
second half of the period of the decline. It seems extraor¬
dinary that the professor in coming so near the explanation
of which he was in search as to describe it as a "general
ameliorating agency," should have missed it. The period of
fifty years to which he refers corresponds with the "free
trade" epoch of this country, during which, in consequence of
the removal of ¡ill taxes from food and all other commodities,
an enormous increase has taken pía-1 in the prosperity of
the people. Cheap food and higher wages were the causes.

Typhoid Traced to Fish Contaminated by Sewage
That typhoid fever may be due to sewage-contaminated

shellfish, such as oysters and cockles, is now well-known, but
that vertebrate fish may be similarly contaminated is a new

tl.eory. Sir Sliirely Murphy, "he health officer of London, has
presented a report confirming the suspicion that has been
entertained for ten years that plaice, which is largely sup¬
plied in the fried-fish shops, is a cause of typhoid fever. The
investigation has been performed by Dr. Hamer, medical offi¬
cer of the county council for special purposes, and is a remark¬
able piece of careful work. In the autumn of last year an out¬
break of typhoid occurred in the East End of London; about
300 cases were reported from the thirty-third to the forty-
second week. Only about 100 could be attributed to the
causes ordinarily operative at this time of the year and,
therefore, it was inferred that the remaining 200 must have
been due to some special cauce. The 200 cases showed a ten¬
dency to develop in clusters or groups, of which there were
thirty-three. Water, milk and mussels were excluded as

causes. When more than one case occurred in the same house¬
hold the dates of onset were within a few days of each other,
suggesting that the infection had been introduced into the
house at the same time. Among seventy-nine cases occurring
in Bethnal Green (a poor East End borough) sixty-eight

patients gave a history of having eaten fried fish. Within the
month of the onset, and of fifty cases in an area of special
prevalence all the persons had eaten fried r.sh. Within the
special area there were twenty-seven fried-fish shops, and of
these it was found that three had been specially frequented
by the persons attacked. All these shops obtained their supply
from the great fish-market of Billingsgate. The fish was
plaice and what is known as "late steamer fish," i. e., the
cheaper fish which remains after the higher-priced fish has
been disposed of. This fish is usually bought by fish friers.
In the fish trade of London there is no systematic control by
the sanitary authorities, such as is regarded as necessary in
the case of other foods, though action has been taken as
regards shellfish when they were shown to be a source of
typhoid. Plaice appears to be the only fish used by the ven¬
dors of fried fish which is not gutted as a matte  of course
at sea. This is largely due to the fact that as the food of the
plaice is largely shellfish it is possible to retain the gut with¬
out injuring the fish. In recent years, the practice of gutting
plaice is coming into vogue; but, as a rule, no attempt is
made to gut small plaice. These are commonly ..aught in vast
numbers in shallow parts near the coast and they sometimes
enter tidal waters. The suggestion is made that they become
infected by sewage in the estuaries of large rivers.

Severe Epidemic of Measles in London
A severe epidemic of measles has prevailed in London for

some weeks and is the cause of nearly 200 deaths weekly.Indeed the records of deaths which extend back for seventy
years show that measles has never before caused so manydeaths. As measles is not among the diseases which are

required to be reported, systematic attempts to deal with it
are not possible on.the same scale as other infectious diseases,
such as scarlet fever and typhoid. The unusual course has
been taken of admitting measles patients to the fever hospi¬
tals, where there are now 803 cases, but these form only a
small fraction of the cases in the metropolis.

Hospitals and Tuberculosis
Measures for the state control of tuberculosis continue to

increase. The notification of cases of the disease to the
health authorities is not yet universally compulsory but local
authorities have the power to make regulations rendering
notification compulsory in their districts. In 1908, the govern¬
ment issued regulations providing for the notification of pul¬
monary tuberculosis occurring among the inmates of poor
law institutions, or among persons under the care of dis¬
trict medical officers. An order has now been issued embody¬
ing further regulations to provide for the notification of pul¬
monary tuberculosis occurring among the in-patients or

out-patients at hospitals or similar institutions for the treat¬
ment of the sick which are supported, wholly or partially,otherwise than by the contributions of the patients.

Bill to Insure Greater Safety in Coal Mining
Recent colliery disasters, particularly the one at Whitehaven,

in which, as the result of an explosion, over 300 men perished
(previously reported in The Journal), have directed the
attention of the government to measures for ensuring greater
safety. Mr. Churchill, the Home Secretary, moved in the
House of Commons the second reading of a coal mines bill
which has been agreed to without a division. He called atten¬
tion to the fact that a modern colliery with its elaborate plansfor getting coal and bringing it to the surface, and for trans¬
mitting power for a long distance underground, and for forc¬
ing great volumes of air through passages many miles in
length is one of the most remarkable examples of human
activity. There are employed in the coal mines of the United
Kingdom over 1,049,000 persons, of whom 840,000 are employed
underground. This accounts for a substantial portion of the
whole of the inhabitants of the British Isles. His bill deals
with the health and safety of that large number of persons and
is the result of a government commission appointed in 1900,
and composed of both miners and mine owners, which made a
prolonged and exhaustive inquiry into the whole condition of
coal mining. The bill also comprises a number of amendments
suggested by the government mining officials. It is divided
into eight parts: management, safety, health, accidents, regu¬lations, employment, inspection and supplemental. The death-
rate from accidents in coal mines, which has been going down
for over half a century, ceased to fall five or six years ago
and last year there was a grave rise, 1,620 persons being killed
in coal mines. The bill deals with all the main causes of acci¬
dents. First there are the dangers that arise in the shaft from
improper raising and lowering of the cage, or breaking of ropes
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and chains. These the bill proposes to meet by providing
that no winding rope shall Le used for more than three and
one-half years, and that no rope which has been spliced shall
ever be used for raising or lowering persons. Overwinding,
the cause of many accidents, is provided against by a greatiy
improved system of controllers and urakes. Another important
provision forbids materials and tools being carried at the
same time as men are wound up and down. Provisions are
also made for ensuring that the shaft is kept in good repair.
To prevent accidents from defective signaling there is a pro¬
vision which secures a uniform system throughout the country.
Coming to the ordinary risks to which the miner is exposed,
234 persons were killed last year by accidents connected with
hauling or being nipped between the trucks and the walls, or

by being run over. The bill requires that adequate space be
provided between the walls and the trucks and sufficient
refuges prepared. There are various complicated provisions
making the hauling of coal less dangerous. The haulage road
is too often the reserve alley which is the sewer of the mine
by which obnoxious gases escape. The bill provides that
there shall be another means of exit, and that in new mines
there shall be two inlets, one for haulage and one for travel¬
ing. Proper apparatus for extinguishing fires and preventing
accumulation of combustible material must be provided. To
prevent the danger from falls of earth and coal, to which one-

third of fatalties in mines are due, no man shall be allowed
to work under an unsupported roof. To prevent the danger
of gas explosion no man shall be allowed to work in any part
of a mine where there is more than 2.5 per cent, of gas. There
is also a provision for compulsory searching for matches. The
use of electricity in mines is prohibited where it would be
attended with risk.

PARIS LETTER
(From Our Regular Correspondent)

Paris, March 31, 1911.
The First Meeting of French Medical Journalists

This recent meeting was organized by the Association des
journalistes médicaux français.

The first paper, by Dr. Ausset of Lille, was on the facilities
which ought to be given to medical journalists in reporting
congresses, etc. Resolutions were passed that summaries of
the main addresses ought to be sent to all the journals eight
days before the opening of each congress and that med¬
ical journalists should be given reduced rates on the railways.

Dr. Dieupart of Paris read a paper on the unauthorized
assumption of the title of doctor by writers in the lay press,
whose articles usually have an advertising purpose. A resolu¬
tion was adopted warning editors against self-styled doctors.
This resolution will certainly amuse the editors, who divide
with such contributors the proceeds of their articles.

A paper was read by Dr. Vitoux of Paris on the unauthor¬
ized reproduction of medical articles. There are here medical
journals which depend solely on reprinting articles without
any authorization whatever, often even without credit. A
resolution against the practice was passed.

It is too much to expect that this work will be of much use,
since the Association des journalistes médicaux français is far
from comprising the editors and publishers of all the most
important publications.

Increase of Mortality from Diabetes
At one of the last sessions of the Académie des sciences,

Dr. J. Le Goff of Paris called attention to the considerable
increase of deaths from diabetes in Paris and in the depart¬
ment of the Seine. According to the Annuaire statistique de
la ville de Paris, there were in 1880, 128 deaths caused by
diabetes, or an average of 0.644 per 10,000 inhabitants; five
years later, in 1885, the number of cases had doubled; in
1909 there were 525 or 1.93 per 10,000 inhabitants. Thus in
thirteen years the number of deaths due to diabetes has quad¬
rupled. The number of cases of diabetes in Paris has also
increased considerably. It may be said, indeed, that formerly
many cases of diabetes were not recognized. However,
methods of analysis of sugar in urine have not varied for more
than fifty years, and even before 1880 the pharmacists ascer¬
tained the presence and the amount of glucose by the Fehling
method. This argument, therefore, has less value than has
been attributed to it. If it be admitted that the number of
cases has not varied for thirty years, it must be concluded
that the mortality among the patients has quadrupled. Dr.
Le Goff believes that the number of diabetics is increasing
and the mortality among these patients is likewise increasing.
To what should this considerable increase of a disease which

was hardly known at the beginning of the last century be
attributed? There are several causes. Persons who lead seden¬
tary lives and take no physical exercise are most liable to
become diabetics. Moreover, it is a question if the increas¬
ing consumption of sugar may not be regarded as one of the
causes in the increase of diabetes. In fact, up to the seven¬
teenth century, sugar was considered a medicament and was
sold by pharmacists only. In the course of the eighteenth
century, saccharose was obtained from the beet. The con¬
tinental blockade gave a great impulse to the culture of this
plant and during the whole of the nineteenth century, the con¬
sumption of sugar increased constantly. Thus in 1910, the
amount consumed per person was 40.710 kg. in England; 31.4
kg. in America; 26.77 kg. in Switzerland; 19.11 kg. in Ger¬
many; 18.97 kg. in the Scandinavian countries; 17.68 kg. in
Holland; 15.7 kg. in France, and 12.64 kg. in Belgium. It is
in the countries in which the greatest amount of saccharose is
consumed that the greatest number of diabetics is found.

Danger to Europe in the Defective Sanitary Condition of
Russia

Dr. Lowenthal read a paper before the Académie de médecine
on March 28, from which it appears that Russia is the only
civilized country where cholera is endemic and epidemic. The
epidemic of 1910 caused 130,000 deaths there. Preventable
diseases affect one person out of four in Russia and a third
of the patients die. In European Russia alone, there are
more deaths from epidemic diseases than in the entire popula¬
tion of Europe, not including Turkey, which possesses no
statistics. If the medical statistics on Russia and Japan are
compared, the latter are seen to be much better, and this
observation explains the difference of the sanitary condition
of the two armies in the late war. The lamentable condition
of Russia was due to the fundamental ignorance among the
population, who did not understand the most elementary rules
of cleanliness and hygiene. Moreover, while the rural popula¬
tion is entitled to free medical aid, the extent of the territory
under the care of a single physician (on an average, 40,000
inhabitants scattered over 7,200 square kilometers or about
34,000 square miles), the distance of hospitals (sometimes
by hundreds of kilometers ), the absence of railroads, render
this medical assistance precarious. Altogether, the sanitary
condition of the Russian empire constitutes a permanent dan¬
ger to Russia herself and a permanent menace for Europe and
the entire world.

The Preparatory Schools of Medicine and Their Rôle in
Medical Instruction

At the same session, Dr. Motáis, professor at the Ecole
préparatoire de médecine d'Angers, explained the advantage
presented by the preparatory schools of medicine, of which
there are twelve in France, at Amiens, Angers, Besançon,
Caen, Clermont, Dijon, Grenoble, Limoges, Poitiers, Rheims,
Rouen and Tours; there are altogether 641 pupils. Thus, there
is no crowding in the ampitheaters of anatomy or the
hospitals, consequently, these schools offer more favorable
conditions for the first years of medical education than the
more crowded scientific centers of the great cities. Professors
Blanchard, Guyon, Gariel and Pouchet, of the Faculté de méd¬
ecine de Paris, like Dr. Motáis, believe in these provincialschools. Gariel and Pouchet declare that they have often
given examinations in these schools and have observed the
superiority of the candidates over the pupils of Paris. Dr.
Bertrand, inspector general of the marine sanitary service,
emphasized the services rendered by the schools of naval
medicine, the suppression of which is demanded each year in
parliament.

Reform in Medical Examinations
Up to the present the candidates at the various examina¬

tions of the Faculté de médecine were able, by consulting the
announcements posted on the walls of the school, to learn at
least fifteen days in advance the names of the members of the
examining board. It will not be so hereafter, for the counsel
of the school has decided that the names of examiners shall
be hereafter kept secret. This reform has been undertaken to
insure greater impartiality of examinations and to avoid abuse
of the recommendations with which some candidates over¬
whelm the members of their jury, once known. Moreover,
certain members of the examining boards, Professors Nicolas
and Gariel, for example, who were known to be particularly
severe, were avoided, many candidates failing to present them¬
selves to undergo examination when they were to have these
examiners. The students are much excited and have taken
measures to obtain the reestablishment of the former state of
things, but they will receive a categorical refusal.
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Personal
At its session of March 28, the Académie de médecine

elected a member in the section of pathologic anatomy to
replace Professor Raymond, who died last September; Dr.
Brault, physician of the Lariboisière Hospital, was chosen.
Dr. Brault was one of the most active collaborators of the late
Professor Corni], and has published a number of works, espe¬
cially on the pathologic anatomy of the kidneys, the liver and
the arteries.

The Climes of Industrial Accidents
In the last general assembly of the Syndicat médical de

Paris, Dr. Pelisse read a report on certain so-called clinics of
industrial accidents which do not confine themselves to receiv¬
ing injured working men but employ very dubious expedients
to invite such patronage. They are veritable shops with great
show-windows decorated in extravagant colors to catch the
eye of passersby, reinforced by striking radiographs, and some¬
times harboring self-styled lawyers of more or less shady rep¬
utation who seek to extort from the insurance companies three
or four times what they ought to pay. The most usual method
of attracting patronage is to give each injured workman who
comes to the clinic for the first time a certain sum of money.
Another is to give a premium to everyone who brings there
an injured workman.

After hearing Dr. Pelisse's report, the syndicat resolved
that the attempt to attract victims of industrial accidents
was reprehensible and unprofessional, and that every physi¬
cian convicted of using such means should be excluded from
professional societies.

Present Condition and Enlargement of the Beyrouth Medical
School

In 1881 the French government and the superior of the
Jesuit mission in Syria came to an understanding which re¬
sulted in the creation of the Faculté catholique et française
de médecine et de pharmacie de Beyrouth. It was agreed that
the Jesuits should have the direction and administration of
the institution and that an annual allowance from the French
government should guarantee the payment of the salaries of
the professors and the maintenance of the laboratories and
the library.

The diplomas are delivered and the control is assured by
professors sent from France each year. The courses opened in
1883. The buildings, the teaching body and the equipment
of the laboratories were planned for a maximum of sixty
students, which no one anticipated would be exceeded in the
future.

The school, however, has undergone considerable develop¬
ment. To-day, after twenty-seven years of existence, it has
more than 250 students and, consequently, the buildings, equip¬
ment and faculty and, especially, the hospital facilities, are en¬

tirely inadequate. The administrators therefore have planned
(1) to construct new buildings large enough to give 400 pupils
the best and most modern medical instruction, and (2) to
provide the hospital needed by the school with a sufficient
number of beds for the general clinics of medicine and sur¬

gery and special services for children's diseases, cutaneous dis¬
eases, syphilis, diseases of the eye and an isolation pavilion
for contagious diseases. The construction and installation of
the new buildings will be undertaken by the school at its own

expense; but it will be unable to do more. It therefore appeals
for means to construct the hospital to the French government,
which will probably respond favorably and will retain the
control of the school.

Large Bequests to Scientific Institutions
In France, unlike the United States, scientific institutions

are rarely aided by private gifts and bequests from rich men.
A strong impression has, therefore, been created by the will of
M. Loutreuil, a rich manufacturer who recently died leaving
the greater part of his fortune to science. M. Loutreuil be¬
queathed $20,000 (100.000 francs) to the Institut Pasteur;
$200,000 (1,000,000 francs) to the Caisse des recherches scien¬
tifiques; $500,000 (2,500,000 francs) to the Université de
Paris. Moreover, desiring to contribute to the progress of the
sciences taught or studied by scientists and independent in¬
vestigators in other institutions of higher scientific culture,
and being impressed by the nieagerness of their resources in
comparison with what they have in other countries, M
Loutreuil bequeathed $700,000 (3,500,000 francs) to the Acad¬
émie des sciences, to be distributed to the best advantage.

BERLIN LETTER
(Front Our Regular Correspondent)

Berlin, March 24, 1911.
Personal

Professor Lucae, formerly for many years director of the ear
clinic in Berlin, died March 17, at the age of 76. In view of
the present demand from many sources in Germany for a
combination of otology and laryngology, it is of historic inter¬
est that Lucae in his thesis for the doctorate took as his
theme the "Technic and Importance of the Laryngoscope
Introduced into Medical Practice in the Year 1858." lie
entered his special field at the suggestion of Virchow. After
he had worked in Vienna, chiefly with Politzer, and in London
with Toynbee, he continued his studies in Berlin and became
connected with the faculty here in 1866. He soon founded a

policlinic for ear diseases, and in 1881 an otologie clinic. Lucae
made important contributions to all departments of otology.
of which his treatises on the origin and foundation of the
subjective sense of hearing and the importance of sound con¬
duction by the bones of the head are worthy of special notice.
In his work he was materially aided by his unusual musical
talent. Some years before his death he retired from his
official position, but still took an active part in the transac¬
tions of the Berlin Otologie Society.

Berlin otology has suffered another loss in the removal from
the city of the well-known Professor Hartmann, who has
retired to his native place, Heidenheim in Wilrtemburg. As
an evidence of the esteem and popularity which Hartmann
has enjoyed in Berlin, a banquet was given in his honor.

Professor Busse of Posen has recently accepted a call as suc¬
cessor of Professor Schmidt in the chair of pathologic anatomy
at Zurich.

The Berlin Medical Society on the Vaccination Law
As I mentioned in a previous letter, a motion has lately

been introduced and discussed in the Reichstag to the effect
that a conscience clause with regard to vaccination should be
introduced, similar to that in force in England, namely, that
anyone who shall declare to the judge that vaccination is
contrary to his conscientious belief, shall not be compelled to
have his child vaccinated. Correctly estimating the danger
which this clause would bring to the vaccination law, the
Berlin medical society at its last session adopted a resolution
proposed by the well-known pediatrist, Professor Baginsky,
which reads: "In view of the latest discussion in the Reichs¬
tag, the Berlin Medical Society declares its conviction that
it is absolutely necessary to maintain the German vaccination
law of April, 1874, intact, and that especially the introduction
of the English conscience clause would be attended with the
gravest danger to the German people." It is remarkable that
none of the antivaccination physicians, who have formed them¬
selves into a special society, were present at this meeting.
The resolution was adopted unanimously without debate. To
this antivaccination medical society, as a matter of course,

belong only members who have always opposed the so-called
"school medicine," and are partisans of the Naturiieilmethoden
or Nature cures. Presumably, they hope to do better business
in this way.

Suicide in Prussia
Suicides increased in Prussia in 1909. There were 8,422

persons who took their own lives, as compared with 8,231 in
1908. Among these there were 6.406 men (in 1908, 6,371)
and 1.956 (1.860) women. There were 21.6 suicides per
100.000, as compared with 21.4 in 1908, 20.2 in 1907 and 19.5
in 1906. The relative number of men was 33.6 (in the pre¬
vious year 33.5 ), and of women 9.9 ( 9.6 ). The increase was
much more marked among women than among men. There
is a relative increase of suicide with advancing age. Among
100.000 persons from 10 to 15 years of age there were 1.7
(in 1908, 0.7) suicides; from 15 to 20, 16.9 (15.0); from 20
to 25. 27.3 (20.2) ; from 25 to 30, 20.7 (20.4) ; from 30 to 40,
24.2 (24.9) ; from 40 to 50. 37.4 (39.2) ; from 50 to 60, 59.9
(55.1); from 60 to 70, 56.3 (56.6); from 70 to 80, 55.8
(61.0); from 80 to 90, 54.1 (55.7). It may readily be seen
from the figures that the number of youthful suicides has
markedly increased since 1909. Indeed, while we find this
increase in the period from 10 to 15 years in which with the
small absolute number a few cases more or less may occasion
a remarkable change in the relative figures, we find also that
in the period of from 15 to 20 and from 20 to 25 years, where
the numbers are larger, the relative figures are larger than
they have been in any previous year. In accomplishing self-
murder, hanging plays the principal rôle; 56.1 per cent, of
men and 38.1 per cent, of women suicides hung themselves;
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11.4 and 28.8 per cent., respectively, drowned themselves;
20.2 and 3.2 per cent, shot themselves, and 6.1 and 19.3 per cent,
took poison. Poisoning and drowning, together with jumping
from a height, are the modes of suicide more frequently selected
by the female sex than by the male, while, on the other hand,
six times as many men as women, end their lives by shooting.

Thirty-Second Congress of Balneology at Berlin
RADIUM IN THERAPEUTICS

The importance of radium in therapeutics formed an espe¬cial subject of discussion at the thirty-second congress of
balneology held in Berlin, March 2 to 6. The well-known
physicist, Professor Marckwald, treated the subject from the
physico-chemical standpoint. Of the three kinds of rays pro¬duced by radium, the alpha rays possess no power of penetra¬
tion, the beta rays are cathode rays and have considerable pen¬etrating power, while the gamma rays, which are similar to
the Roentgen rays, have the greatest penetrating power.
Radio-active elements are such as are in constant process of
destruction. The most important forms of radium, especially
with reference to balneology, are those which have the short¬
est life period. Dry radium salts give off no emanations, but
they may become a source of emanations if one simplybreathes on them. There are two radio-active families, those
derived from uranium, and those from thorium. The former
yield short-lived decomposition products or emanations, the
latter long-lived; therefore, the uranium products are of
greater therapeutic importance. Heretofore not enough atten¬
tion has been given to the decomposition products in the meas¬
urements. The estimation of springs for their radio-active
value should not be undertaken until after three or four hours.
In conclusion, the speaker emphasized the necessity for a
single and international standard of unit of measurement for
radium. Kionka, professor of pharmacology in Jena, who has
made a special study of radium, described its importance from
a biologic and therapeutic standpoint. The tissues are mark¬
edly affected by radium, so that all forms of tissue irritation
from simple reddening to necrosis can be produced on the skin.

RADIUM IN TREATMENT OF GOUT AND RHEUMATISM

The influence of radium on uric acid is therapeutically
important, Kionka continued, as radium converts this sub¬
stance from an almost insoluble into an easily soluble form.
Further, under the influence of the emanations the purin
metabolism is accelerated. These two properties of radium
are of the greatest importance in the treatment of gout. The
emanations seem to have no special affinity for blood, like
that of oxygen for hemoglobin. The best form of introduction
of radium is by inhalation, as the radium also leaves the body
with the expired air. Drinking and bathing in radio-active
water seem to be likewise effective, but far less than the
inhalations. The strongest radio-active springs known to date
are those at Landeck, Johannisthal and Gastein.

Dr. Fiirstenberg, assistant at the university hydrothera-
peutic institute, named as the chief indications for radium,
gout and rheumatism. He has noted a hypnotic action of
the emanation and a temporary slight increase in the body
temperature. A Kreuznach physician, Dr. Eichholz, opposed the
general view of the advantage of the inhalation method over the
method of drinking. Dr. Ruhemann, a Berlin physician, has had
radio-active biscuits made by incorporating a solution of
1,000 or 1,500 units of radio-active salts in zwieback, in
which they could be demonstrated for three months. It was
asserted by Dr. Plesch, an assistant of Professor Kraus, that
the blood-pressure sinks in the emanatorium, during inhala¬
tion of the emanations, and that the emanation behaves in
the blood as an indifferent gas. This gas is absorbed only
to a very slight extent from the intestine, and does not reach
the arterial blood, as it is immediately excreted by the lungs.

CARBONATED BATHS

Professor Goldscheider, the present director of the university
policlinic for internal medicine, presented a communication
on the action of carbonic-acid baths. He opposes the explana¬
tion of the action of carbonic-acid baths given by Senator and
Frankenhäuser, as this theory does not take into consideration
the action of carbonic acid on the nerve terminals, which has
been discovered experimentally by him. Carbonic acid acts
chemically as a gas on the endings of the thermal nerves and
hinders the escape of heat from the skin. In the carbonic-
acid bath the conditions are such that the water first affects
the skin and withdraws heat from the body; then here and
there bubbles of carbonie-acid gas take the place of the
water, but do not remove so much heat from the skin. A
certain contrast of temperature thus arises. But now the
bubbles of carbonic-acid gas do not lie directly on the skin,

but there remains between the skin and the carbon dio-xid
bubble a very thin layer of water, which is of very great
importance for the whole question. If the Senator-Franken¬
häuser theory was correct, an air bath would be similar in its
action to a carbonic-acid bath. But this is not the case. The
carbonic-acid baths have a peculiar action depending on the
chemical properties of carbonic acid.

BRIEF HOT PLUNGE BATHS
Privat-Docent Dr. Determann, the well-known director of

the sanatorium at St. Blasien, discussed hot plunge baths.
Hot plunge baths at the temperature of 37 to 45 C. (98 to
113 F.) produce a marked stimulation of the functions of the
organism, and most of all increase the capacity for muscular
exertion. The physiologic action of hot baths of longer dura¬
tion is thereby avoided. In the short hot plunge bath there
occurs first a severe terrifying sense of pain, with a brief
pallor of the skin, which is rapidly followed by hyperemia.
The reaction in the hot bath follows without any active effort;
patients have never taken cold after the hot plunge bath.
These brief hot plunge baths are indicated in spinal neuras¬

thenia, in certain forms of asthma in young people, and in
conditions of peripheral irritation and pain, such as neuralgias,
especially those on a hysterical basis.

VIENNA LETTER
(From Our Regular Correspondent)

Vienna, March 23, 1911.
Care of the Teeth of Schoolchildren

A movement has recently been initiated in this country, as
in England and America, to have the teeth of schoolchildren
cared for. A preliminary report by a committee authorized
to make investigation showed that fully 80 per cent, of the
large number of children examined had defective teeth. In
our country we have compulsory elementary teaching; there¬
fore all Austrian children between 6 and 14 years of age,
except a very few, who are educated at home and have to pass
their examinations in the public schools, may be found in
the schools. These distressing data have suggested the forma¬
tion in Vienna of a society for the care of the teeth of school¬
children (Gesellschaft für Schulzahnpflege), whose aims are
endorsed by the government and teachers as well as by the
professors. Within a few weeks, many hundreds of members
have been recruited, and the society has taken up its work.
No treatment is given in the schools. The teeth of the chil¬
dren will be examined in each school periodically (every four
or six months) and those found defective will be marked out.
The parents will be informed of the result of the examina¬
tion, and for those who are really poor, certain dentist sur¬
geons have consented to perform the necessary dental opera¬
tions free of charge. The teacher of each class will be
authorized to see if the recommendations of the dental expert
have been observed by the parents or the child. It is intended
to have instructive lectures on the importance of healthy
teeth, delivered twice a year in each class before the children,
and also to award small prizes to those who, at the end of
the term, have normal healthy conditions in the mouth.

Appointment of Professors to the Vacant Clinics
As has been mentioned in a previous letter, those two men

who have been considered as being the most acceptable can¬

didates, have been appointed ordinary professors in the Vienna
medical faculty : Professor Ortner from Innsbruck who will
succeed Striimpell as chief of the third medical clinic, and
Professor Chvostek, who will be made head of a new, fourth,
medical clinic. The latter clinic is a necessity, since the num¬
ber of students and also patients has lately increased to such
a degree that the old clinics have become absolutely inade¬
quate. The fourth clinic will open at the beginning of the
winter term in October. Another vacancy is to be filled, that
after Escherich. The medical faculty of the Vienna University
has nominated as its candidates, Professor von Pirquet (who
is at present in Breslau and was for some time in the United
States ), Professor Pfaundler, and Docent Dr. Hamburger of
Vienna, in the order mentioned. All these men are Escherieh's
pupils and there is no doubt that the first-named physician
will be appointed, while probably the third will be called to
take a prominent place in a German university town.

Combating the Smoke and Dust Nuisance
On account of the increased traffic in and growing indus¬

trialization of this city, the amount of dust and smoke has
become an unwelcome feature in Vienna. Especially the dust
is a bad nuisance here. We have a large proportion of windy
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days, hardly more than 27 days out of 365 without wind.
The material with which the streets are paved is a kind of
granite, which is quickly ground into fine sharp dust under
the stress of street traffic. These two circumstances have been
for a long time held responsible for the frequency of tuber¬
culosis in Vienna, but all the efforts of physicians to procure
a more healthful or scientific pavement have hitherto been
fruitless. At last, a large and very influential association
has been formed consisting of high officials of the state, of
physicians, bankers and industrial men. This society has
already succeeded in inducing the local municipal corporation
to pave all new streets with a special non-dust-produeing
asphalt, while the old streets will be gradually converted also
into asphalt streets. Furthermore, throwing dust out of the
windows into the streets has been prohibited now by order
of the police. The collection of household refuse, hitherto a
fruitful source of most dangerous dust-clouds, has been made
the object of a very thorough investigation, and several
methods of dust-free collection are at present on trial. The
society also fights the smoke nuisance. It has in this line two
very encouraging results, for an amendment to the new build¬
ing act of the city requires the installation of smoke-destroy¬
ing apparatus in all new houses built after July 1, 1911, and
the gradual installation of such in all factories within the
precincts of Vienna up till 1913.

Miscellany
Vaccination Effective in the Philippines.—Another timely

contribution to the value of vaccination is found in the report
on small-pox and vaccination in the Philippine Islands by Dr.
Victor G. Heiser, Director of Health in the Philippines,
which was referred to editorially April 8, 1911, p. 1041. Dr.
Heiser's report follows: During December a person afflicted
with small-pox was transferred from San José, Antique, to the
Island of Caluya, which is a small isolated island south of
Mindoro, the inhabitants of which have heretofore not been
systematically vaccinated. An old woman took some of the
contents of a pustule from the small-pox case shortly before
death and vaccinated a number of the inhabitants. Small¬
pox in epidemic form soon resulted. The population of Caluya
and nearby islands is about 2,000. Approximately, 1,000
cases of small-pox occurred before the facts became known
to the outer world. Vaccinators properly equipped were

immediately sent to Caluya. They vaccinated 800 of the
remaining 1,000 persons. Of these, not one contracted small¬
pox who had a successful vaccination that was 2 weeks
old. Dr. Victor G. Heiser, Chief Quarantine Officer, visited ten
families, with from five to eight members. In six of these,
every member was'stricken with small-pox. Physical exam¬
ination showed that they had no vaccination marks. In two
other families six persons were stricken and two escaped.
Physical examination showed that of the six stricken members
not one had been vaccinated. The two remaining members
had successful vaci ¡nation marks. On inquiry, it was learned
that they had visited Calapan a year previously and were vac¬
cinated while there. In two other families that lived in the
midst of a small-pox-stricken village, there were no cases of
small-pox. Examination showed that they had good vaccina¬
tion scars. Further inquiry elicited the statement that they
had but recently come from another island where they had
been vaccinated. In one house, one person was found with
varioloid. On inquiry, it was learned that he had been vac¬

cinated during childhood. Net result: Community of 2,000
population; 1,000 unvaccinated persons contract small-pox;
400 die; 800 are protected by vaccination; no cases occur after
the incubation period was passed; no deaths occur. The
remaining 200 are semicivilized and fled from the vaccinators,
and their condition is unknown.

Morphologic Changes in a Mouse Carcinoma.—A systematic
microscopie study was made by R. Kilduffe of the different
generations of a carcinoma transplanted into white mice. The
original tumor had developed spontaneously in a mouse. The
sections studied covered a period of experimentation with the
tumor extending from March, 1907, to June, 1910, and com¬

prised all generations produced in that time. The sections were

divided into four groups according to the history of the tumor.

(a) Sections of the original tumor transplanted without
experimental interference or modificatimi, "the unheated
series." (b) Sections of the tumor which had been heated to
44 C. for varying periods of time before inoculation through
successive generations, "the long-heated series." (c) Sections
of the tumor which had been heated before inoculation for
varying periods of time as in (b), but through a shorter mini

-her of generations, "the short-heated series." (d) Sections of
tumors, of which some generations had been heated for varying
lengths of time, and other generations had not been heated,
"the mixed series." The object of this investigation was to
determine what changes in the morphologic character, if any,
took place as a result of the various manipulations to which
the tumor had been subjected before inoculation. This tumor
was but slightly, if at all, affected morphologically by the
experimental manipulations to which it was subjected, for no

permanent morphologic change was produced through the
influence of the physically injurious conditions to which it
was exposed before inoculation. Kilduffe emphasizes the fact
that the experimentally produced decrease in the energy of
growth of these tumors did not change the alveolar character
to an acinous one. A return to an adenomatous structure,
described as a result of weakening tumor growth through
transplantation into resistant animals, was not observed after
a direct weakening of the growth through the influence of
physical agencies.—Journal of Experimental Medicine.

Liver Necrosis of Chloroform Poisoning.—G. II. Whipple
and S. H. Hurwitz, ài the Journal of Experimental Medicine,
report experiments on dogs and summarize their results as

follows: Chloroform anesthesia for two hours or more will
cause more or less central liver necrosis in dogs, depending en

the length of the anesthesia and the susceptibility of the
animal. If the fibrinogen of the blood of such an animal be
estimated at intervals, it is found that this proteid shows a

drop corresponding to the amount of liver necrosis. By admin¬
istering chloroform, the fibrinogen may be almost eliminated
from the circulating blood, and the poisoned animal may bleed
for hours from small skin pricks or cuts. The liver can recover

from a grave injury due to chloroform and return practically
to a normal condition in about ten days. The fibrinogen
reappears in the blood as the liver effects its repair. It seems
that the quantity of fibrinogen present is a good indicator of
the liver efficiency and a fairly accurate index of the amount
of liver injury. Shortly after the recovery of the liver from
an injury due to chloroform, one may find an excess of fibrino¬
gen in the blood. In severe cases of chloroform poisoning, the
calcium of the blood was normal or slightly increased, and the
'thrombin was normal. These experiments give no evidence
that the formation of thrombin or prothrombin is dependent
on liver activity. The hemorrhages of chloroform poisoning
are due not to lack of blood clotting but to inefficient coagula¬
tion. The clot has not the body and toughness supplied by the
fibrinogen, and is, therefore, unable to check even capillary
hemorrhage. Fibrinogen is either lormed in the liver or is
wholly dependent on liver activity for its production.

Effects of Mechanical Agitation on Complement.—Under cer¬
tain conditions, according to H. Noguchi and J. Bronfenbren-
ner, mechanical agitation destroys the complementary activity
of guinea-pig serum. It is most injurious when carried out
constantly at a temperature of 37 C, but it is extremely insig¬
nificant at 10 C. After the first few hours at 37 C, the
destruction of complement proceeded much more rapidly, and
after six hours it was almost complete. On the other hand,
within one hour, shaking had almost no destructive effect on

complement, even at 37 C. From this we may conclude that
the several shakings which are necessary for fixation experi¬
ments during incubation do not modify perceptibly the out¬
come of the reactions. The rate of destruction of the com¬

plement of guinea-pig serum at temperature above 45 C. is
progressively greater as it approaches 55 C, at which tem¬
perature the activity is reduced in thirty minutes to from one-
thirtieth to one-fortieth of the original strength of the un¬
heated serum ; but it is not completely destroyed, as is com¬

monly assumed. The velocity of destruction of guinea-pig
complement when exposed to 55 C. for various lengths of time
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